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October 2016. 
 

Congratulations to all Members who assisted in the organisation of the Spring Show 
held in the Italian Club on the weekend of 3rd & 4th September, from all reports the event 
off extremely well. 
 
Congratulations to all not only those were winners on the Champions Table, but to Mem-
bers who entered plants and perhaps place in their respective Classes. 
 
Next year should be bigger and better, although there is some doubt on the availability 
of the Club for the same weekend due to another organisation booking, even though the 
Bunbury Orchid Society through our Secretary booking for next year. Further develop-
ments on that issue at a later date as we are working to obtain the standing weekend. 
 
Unfortunately, I had prior commitments due to my position on the ANOS Inc Committee, 
and attended the 8th ANOS Conference held in Kempsey in conjunction with the Specio-
sum Spectacular. A wonderful event with the top Native Growers benching their plants, 
and put it on your ‘bucket list’. 
 
The Society received sad new last week on the passing of a gentleman by the name of 
Roy Brown, who was a friend of the Society and a life time dedicated to Orchids, 
through the OSWA and the State Judging Panel. On behalf of Members we have passed 
on our sincere condolences to his Family. 
 
Now is the time to consider  repotting our Orchids after the flowering season. 
 
This month we have an Orchid Display at the Centrepoint Shopping Centre on Friday the 
21st and Saturday the 22nd October, all Members who have orchids in Flower are encour-
aged to display them. 
Entries will commence at 8 am Friday, with Judging to follow immediately after, no Tro-
phies will be awarded, but Place Cards will be utilised. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Rick Winch 
President 

 

A selection of  
Australian  
native epiphytes  
Spring Show 2016 



 RESULTS FOR 2016 SPRING SHOW 

Grand Champion and Champ Cymbidium. 
Cym. Leschenault Glow ‘Shiane’  
Grown by Norm Martin. 

Reserve Champion and Champion Australian Na-
tive Epiphyte .Dend. Gracemere x spec 
‘Windermere. 
Grown by John Palmer 

Champion Paphiopedilum 
Paph. venustum. 
Grown by Rick Winch 

Champion Misc Orchid . 
Dend. Freckles . 
Grown by John Palmer 



RESULTS FOR 2016 SPRING SHOW CONT       

Champion Laeliinae   
Epi. Rene Marques ‘Flame Thrower’ 
Grown by Norm Martin 

Champion Novice Orchid  
Cym. Valley Champion ‘ Gorgeous’ 
Grown by Derise Mead 

Champion Species and Champion 
Seedling . 
Dend. speciosum ‘White King x 
White Knight’  
Grown by Mike Baker 

Champion Oncidinae  
Vuyl. ‘Plum Fancy’ 
Grown by Ben Vreiling 



RESULTS FOR THE SPRING SHOW 2016 

Champion Specimen Orchid . Dend.speciosum ‘ Creek Aureum x Berenghi Gold’  
Grown by Wally Heath. 
 
Cym Dr Len ‘ Ruby Sunset’                               Den. Donovan ‘Opalescent’ 
grown by Brian Harwood                                    grown by Wally Heath 



For Interest Sake 

Many people are confused about the "correct" way to pronounce botanical names. Often 
people are insecure about this, and worry that they will "look stupid" if they get the name 
"wrong".  

Relax! The good news is there is NO "correct" way to pronounce them! You may pro-
nounce them any way you wish, and you will be just as "correct" as any Ph.D. botanist. So 
have confidence, and just say them however feels comfortable to you. Anyone who cor-
rects you is only showing their own ignorance, and the correct response is to just smile 
and say "Yes, that's what I said, (and repeat the name as you pronounced it before)."  

Scientific names are not a spoken language. Sometimes called "Latin names", this is in-
correct—many biological names are based on Greek, a mix of Latin and Greek, or are 
based on the local name of a plant in the language of whatever people live in the area the 
plant was "discovered". They can be based on people's names (Carnegia, Jeffersonia, 
Kennedia), place names (chinensis, californica, syriaca), even anagrams (Podranea is just 
the letters of the related Pandorea rearranged). So we have Lobelia Tupa, the genus Lo-
belia named after Matthias de Lobel, and the species Tupa from the Mapuche Indian 
name of the plant in southern Chile. Nothing to do with Latin, so why use rules of Latin 
pronunciation on this plant? I'm sure there is a name out there that is an anagram of the 
name of a woman the young taxonomist was daydreaming about on the day he had to 
come up for a name for the species he was describing! In fact Clitoria is named after the 
supposed resemblance of the flower to certain female anatomy (that taxonomist really 
needed to get out more!). There is the spiny shrub called Damnacanthus(meaning "damn 
spines!") no doubt named by the taxonomist after he had stuck himself one too many 
times handling the specimens. Taxonomists—the guys who name these things—have a 
sense of humor, so let's lighten up a little ourselves.  

Don't bother trying to force a botanical name to follow the rules of Latin pronunciation. 
Face it—we don't really know how the Romans spoke. Sure, there are good guesses 
based on poetry and such, but we don't have any tape recordings or first-hand accounts of 
Roman speech. And why should we imitate a bunch of dead guys anyway? We don't even 
speak modern English like Shakespeare, or modern Spanish like Cervantes. And English 
speakers from Boston, San Francisco, Atlanta, London, Australia, New Zealand, India, and 
Jamaica all sound different, so why should botanical names always sound the same?  

Let me repeat—there is ABSOLUTELY, POSITIVELY, NO correct or official way to pro-
nounce scientific names! When I am talking with others, out of courtesy I try to defer to ei-
ther the senior botanist in the group, or to the botanist who is an expert in the plant we are 
talking about. So if there is an eighty-year old botanist in the group who says a particular 
name a particular way, I'll use her pronunciation when talking in her presence. If there is a 
specialist in some plant present, I'll use his pronunciation when talking with him. So when 
I'm with my friend Dan Austin, the morning glory specialist, who pronounces Ipomoea i-po-
MOY-a, I won't call it ip-o-MAY-a. Just a courtesy, and nothing more. As anyone who has 
worked with a lot of professional botanists knows, there is no agreement among them as 
to the correct pronunciation of names, and everyone pronounces them however they like. 
I've heard some eight ways of pronouncing the botanical name for thyme—Thymus—TEE-
mus, TYE-mus, TEE-moose, TYE-moose, THEE-mus, THYE-mus, THEE-moose, THYE-
moose. The point is to be understood, so we all know what the other person is talking 
about.  

Understanding Botanical Names 



There are several main traditions of pronunciation—one which is used in Britain and most of the 
northeastern U.S., and another that is used in most of the rest of the world. Growing up here in 
California, with our strong Mexican influences and with Greek influence in my family, I naturally 
pronounced names more in line with Greek and Hispanic pronunciation. In my late teens I tortured 
myself trying to pronounce them the way the books said—books written by Northeastern botanists 
who tend to follow the British style. The rest of the world tends to look at this tradition as goofy 
mispronunciation. What a waste of time and effort, and I finally went back to the way that felt natu-
ral to me. I'm still unlearning some of those weird Brit pronunciations...  

Here are some of the "rules" that you will run into that are just plain wrong:  

"Pronounce each vowel as a syllable"—Nonsense! Forget about it! This lead to such tortured non-
sense as pronouncing williamsii as will-ee-AM-see-eye, or douglasii as doug-LASS-ee-eye. Did 
you ever hear a Douglas Williams introduce himself as "I'm doug-LASS will-ee-AMS"? No! Wil-
liams-ee and douglas-ee are fine. And the ending "oides", meaning "like"—not "o-EYE-deez" but 
"OY-dayz" or "EE-deez". OY-dayz is more common, but I prefer EE-dayz because it is more like 
Greek, but I guess I'm just annoying...  

"Follow the accents you find in botany books"—again, these are often that weird northeastern pro-
nunciation, and most of the rest of the world won't understand you. Ignore them! What I do is look 
at the name and pronounce each root separately, just like we do with Rhododendron—break it up 
into rhodo and dendron and say each one like its own word. After all, they are words—meaning 
"rose-tree". Right now I'm relearning Pittosporum, which most people call "pi-TOS-por-um"—I'm 
breaking it up into the two roots pitto and sporum meaning "pitch-seed". I'm also relearning Acacia 
melanoxylon, which most call mel-an-OX-ee-lon. That's the way I pronounced it until this year 
when the obvious struck me—since it is the blackwood acacia, and the name refers to the color of 
the wood, it is melano (black) and xylon (wood), or "me-lan-o-ZYE-lon", or "me-la-no-ZEE-lon". If 
the "oxy" part of the name referred to something sharp, as in oxyacantha (sharp-spined), then it 
would be OX-ee. But remember: both ways are acceptable, and neither is "correct"—both have 
reasonable justifications for use—one because of common usage, the other because of the roots 
of the word. It all comes down to personal preference.  

Here are some conventions that you might find useful, or you might just like to ignore: The "ii" at 
the end of words like douglasii already mentioned—just say it like "ee". Say "i" like "ee", not "eye". 
Say "a" like "ah", not "ay". Say "e" like "eh", not "ee". "Ch" is usually said like a "k", not a ch, as in 
Pachycereus—"pa-kee-seer-ee-us", but sometimes as a ch as in Lachenalia—"la-che-nal-ee-a". 
And those family-name endings "aceae" and "ae"—Oh, no! How do I pronounce them?! Say what 
sounds natural to you. Professionals are all over the place on these—"ae" is pronounced "eye", 
"ee" or "ay", and "aceae" is pronounced "ah-say-ay", "ah-see-ee", and a whole lot of other ways. 
Don't worry about it! Generally if you just sound out the name the first time you encounter it and 
say it in the way that seems natural to you, you will do fine, and those scary botanical terms will 
become as easy as pie... So, have confidence, don't be shy and mumble them, speak up, and say 
those names with conviction and a smile!  

Article courtesy of J. L. HUDSON 

For Interest Sake Cont. 



Hi All, 

         I hope this edition of OT finds you all well,  

Firstly a really big thankyou to all of our club members that pitched in and helped at the 2016 

Spring Show ,A big thankyou to Graeme and Meryl for organizing the stall holders ,and Brian and 

Lynn for set up and that nasty behind the scenes stuff that no one knows about.  

Personally for me it was the best show the club has held since I became a member 4 years ago. 

Well attended by the public ,a great range of vendor stalls ,a really good quality of benched plants 

and well organized . Thankyou to the judges for there time as well . 

Don’t forget we have an extra display/show on October 21st and 22nd at Centrepoint Shopping 

Centre .For all the Sarc growers an opportunity to show your plants and whatever else you have in 

flower. 

Good Growing, 

John Palmer, Editor. 

08 97 312112.  

 FROM THE EDITOR 

Hello Members, 

I would like to thank all members who were concerned for my health up to and including the 
weekend at the September Spring Show at the Italian Club.  Your concerns and assistance 
was greatly appreciated in helping Graham & Tara manage our stall, and helping pack up 
and transfer back to Donnybrook.  
 
I am now stable, waiting for my next appointment in Perth in October. 
 

Thank you sincerely again,  

Meryl A 

A Thankyou from Meryl and Graeme 



Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

     1 2 
Monthly  

Meeting 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 
Committee  

Meeting 

18 19 20 21 
Centrepoint 

Show 

22 
Centrepoint 

Show 

23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

OCT 2016 

BUNBURYORCHID SOCIETY INC, 
NORMAL MEETING DATES 

 
 

Society Meetings:   9:30 am –1st Sunday of 
Month 
Australind Hall, behind the Australind Shop-

ping Centre 
(Next Meeting 2nd Oct 2016) 

 
 

Committee Meeting:     7:30 pm 3rd Monday 
of Month 

Contacts: 
Secretary: Lyn Harwood 97 219147 

Orchid Talk Editor:  John Palmer  97 312112  

 

Dend. Peppard ‘George’  
 


